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Report Highlights: 

Export prices further increased 2-3 percent, except for fragrant rice prices which remained steady.  The 

government announced that they will issue a new tender for the remaining 1.8 million metric tons of the 

food-quality rice stocks on May 24, 2017.  
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Market Tone 

 
 

Export prices for most grades of rice further increased 2-3 percent from the previous week.  Foreign 

buyers have been inquiring about white and parboiled rice while Thai exporters are still securing rice to 

fulfill their contracted shipments to Iran.  Meanwhile, export prices for fragrant rice remained steady as 

traders are reportedly awaiting the newly announced public tender for the remaining food-quality rice 

stocks.  The government will issue a tender for the last remaining 1.8 million metric ton food-quality 

rice stocks on May 24, 2017.  The tender will consist of approximately 1.5 million metric tons of 

fragrant rice, 0.2 million metric tons of white rice, and 0.1 million metric tons of comprised of broken 

rice and glutinous rice.  These are carry-over stocks from the MY2011/12 – MY2013/14 rice pledging 

programs.   

 

Additionally, the Sub-Committee on the Sale of Government Rice Stocks will finalize the results of the 

tender for one million metric tons of deteriorated rice on May 19, 2017.  This tender was issued on April 

28, 2017.  The highest bids include ethanol/biomass/biogas producers and power plants.  If both the 

April 28 tender of deteriorated rice stock and the May 24 tender for the remaining food-quality rice 

stock are completely purchased, then government rice stocks are expected to decline to approximately 

2.3 million metric tons (mainly feed-quality rice stocks).              

  

Rice Export Update 

Unofficial preliminary rice exports (excluding premium white and fragrant rice) for May 1-7, 2017, 

totaled 176,315 metric tons, down 11,702 metric tons from the previous week, and up 24,245 metric 

tons from the four-week moving average of 152,070 metric tons (Table 2).  Rice exports from January 1 

– May 7, 2017 totaled 2,933,344 metric tons.   
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